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The current and future structure of the Joint Commission

Members of the Board of the Joint Commission are elected by agreement of both Divisions of
the [IUHPST. The Chair is nominated by the Divisions in an alternating pattern, for 2-year terms
(renewable).

The Commission’s Chair is Agnes Bolinska (University of South Carolina, USA). The
President and Secretary-General of each Division are ex officio members of the Board:
currently, Marcos Cueto (DHST), Liesbeth De Mol (DHST), Valentin Goranko (DLMPST),
and Eleonora Cresto (DLMPST). Since February 2020, we have the following additional
members serving on the Board: Rachel Ankeny (University of Adelaide, Australia), Theodore
Arabatzis (University of Athens, Greece), Helen Longino (Stanford University, USA), Pablo
Lorenzano (Universidad Nacional de Quilmes, Argentina), Joe Martin (Durham University,
UK), and Dirk Schlimm (McGill University, Canada). Marlis Hinckley (Johns Hopkins
University, USA) joined the board in 2022, as did Hasok Chang (Cambridge University, UK)
after stepping down from his role as Chair. This year, Takehiko Hashimoto (University of
Tokyo, Japan) stepped down and we added two new members: Karoliina Pulkkinen
(University of Helsinki, Finland) and Riana Betzler (San Jose State University, USA).

We do not have regular business meetings, but we are in communication by e-mail as needed.

Activities in 2024

The main activity of the Joint Commission has traditionally been to organize symposia at the
Congresses and to run the [IUHPST Essay Prize. This year, we have organized seven symposia
(described in the Activity Plan) for the 2025 ICHST. We have also formed an essay prize
committee and put out a call for submissions. The committee consists of the following members:
Agnes Bolinska (Chair), Theodore Arabatzis, Riana Betzler, Marlis Hinckley, and Karoliina
Pulkiinen. The call for entries is available

here: https://iuhpst.org/pages/inter-division-commissions/joint-commission/2025-essay-
prize.php

In addition to these usual activities, we also held a meeting to discuss further initiatives that the
JC could undertake to broaden its engagement with historians and philosophers of science
around the world. One idea that arose from this meeting was a series of interviews of the Blog
de HCS-Manguinhos, organized by Marcos Cueto, with Eleonora Cresto and Mike Osborne on
the relationship between history of science and philosophy of science. Further such interviews
are planned for the future.



https://www.revistahcsm.coc.fiocruz.br/english/philosophy-and-history-of-science-a-philosopher-perspective/
https://www.revistahcsm.coc.fiocruz.br/english/history-and-philosophy-of-science-an-interview-with-michael-osborne/

