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ACTIVITIES
A. Events

Presentation at the joint JAPS and HSSJ conference in Tokyo

The Japanese Association for the Philosophy of Science (JAPS) and History of Science Society in
Japan (HSSJ) invited HaPoC representatives to participate to their joint conference on June 14-16,
2024, at Waseda University, Tokyo. The event was organized by Mitsuhiro Okada, Jun Otsuka
(from JAPS), Mai Sugimoto (from HSSJ), Alberto Naibo (from HaPoC).

As HaPoC representative, Henri Stephanou gave a talk in a keynote session on “Automation vs.
Augmentation: the two forms of technology at work” and presented HAPOC activities. He also
gave a preparatory talk on June 14 on “What is Automation? Organized work processes and
computer procedures.”

Invited Symposium at CiE 2024

Thanks to the initiative of Henri Stephanou a symposium at the conference Computability in
Europe 2024 (Amsterdam 8th-12th July 2024) was organized by Ekaterina Koubychkina
(University of Campinas) and Marianna Girlando (University of Amsterdam) on the theme
"Computing and Ignorance"

Talks:

Alexandru Baltag & Sonja Smets: "Reasoning about Epistemic Superiority and Data Exchange"

Roman Kuznets: "Communication Modalities"

Francesca Doneda, Francesco Antonio Genco, Giuseppe Primiero (speaker): "Reasoning about
(Negative) Trust under Uncertainty"

Nina Gierasimczuk: "The simplest kind of learning"

Talk at the World Congress of Philosophy

Marien Raat (University of Leiden) was invited to present his research within the round table
"Philosophy of Computing: An Interdisciplinary Exploration" at the World Congress of Philosophy
(Rome, 1st-8th August 2024).

Symposium and talk at the ESHS24 conference

Symposium at the Conference of the European society for History of Science (ESHS24, Barcelona,
September 2024), organized by Helena Durnova (Brno) and Ulf Hashagen and Rudolf Seiseing
(Deutsches Museum Munich) on the theme "How Computing Influenced our Understanding of the
World: Scientific Communities as Communities of Computing"

Talks:

Ulf Hashagen,- Scientific communities as communities of computing? Some problems in history of
science and computing

Amelie Mittlmeier - Communities of programming

Helena Durnova - “Those interested should be informed”: computing for science in Brno in the
1960s

Edgar Lejeune - Technological determinism and the eye of the painter: Building an automatic
cartography system to overcome ASCII maps’ drawbacks (France, 1962-1980)

Rudolf Seising - Automatic proof -- an early Al application in the Federal Republic of Germany

Amira Moeding - A new science? — Computational linguistics and Artificial Intelligence research in
the face of Big Data

Helen Piel - “Chasing the secret of cognition”: Cognitive Science in the Federal Republic of
Germany

Arianna Borrelli- The APE project: The emergence of massive parallel computer from theoretical
physics research



Gabriele Gramelsberger - The electric analog computing roots of biophysics
Alexandre Hocquet and Frédéric Wieber - Computational chemistry and tensions around software
in computational science

In a standalone paper at the ESHS24 Elisabetta Mori presented her research on: "Designing
Systems for People: The Development of Human-Computer Interaction in Britain"

HaPoP 2024

The 7th Workshop on History and Philosophy of Programming (HaPoP) took place in Cambridge
on October 25th 2024. It was organized by Amira Moeding (PhD Student in History, University of
Cambridge), Nanna Saeten (PhD Student in POLIS, University of Cambridge), Prof. Richard Staley
(History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge). The workshop could be attended
both in person and virtually, and its program can be seen under
https://www.cdh.cam.ac.uk/events/38592/

HaPoC Working Group on Data Sharing

Thanks to the initiative of Barbara Hof (Lausanne), Vassilis Galanos (Stirling), Apolline Taillandier
(Cambridge), Xiao Yang (Edinburgh), and George Zoukas (Sheffield) an HaPoC Working Group
on Data Sharing has started its activity in October 2024. The working group will meet online to
discuss work-in-progress, classic texts and recently published works. The organisers invited
researchers and curious minds from all backgrounds to join them in order to explore the historical
and evolving concepts of data, sharing, and (historically rooted, socially contested, politically
supported) aspects of data sharing.

B. Publications

The publication of the HaPoC6 proceedings has been completed, as a Special Issue of the Minds
and Machines Journal (date of final release: February 2024). It can be consulted here:

https://link.springer.com/collections/dgcffbghba

The manuscript for the an open-access essay collection based on the HaPoC DHST-Conference
Symposium (Prague/online July 2021) has been delivered to the publisher (meson press).

A publication based on the HaPoC7 conference papers is planned in form of a special issue of
Studies in History and Philosophy of Science, for which a proposal is being finalized by
editors Hajo Greif and Paula Quinon

C. Outreach

Thanks to the initiative of Henri Stephanou a curated HaPoC newsletter has been launched, with a
bi-monthly frequency, with the aim of keeping the community in closer touch beyond chance
encounters at conferences, as well as of expanding it. By writing to the curator it is possible to
advertise projects and publications, new positions or requests for collaboration.



